
Margarete (Mary) Trapowski née Israels, Giesebrechtstraße 10

Margarete Trapowski's first name was actually Mary, she is only called Margarete in an 
index card of the Reich Association of Jews, possibly a confusion of names. Her maiden 
name was Israels, without the second “i”. She was born on January 4, 1863 in Weener 
(Rheiderland)/East Frisia as the daughter of the cattle dealer Isaak Viktor Israels and his 
wife Helene, née Weinberg. Weener had an important Jewish community and the Israels 
family was one of the wealthiest and most respected. Their Sephardic ancestors had 
immigrated from the Netherlands. Isaak Israels was a deserving member of the 
community and in 1850 he and his brother Joseph donated a plot of land to the 
community for a cemetery. One of Mary's brothers, Louis Israels, became a well-known 
Low German poet and not only held offices in the Jewish community like his father, but 
was also repeatedly elected « Bürgervorsteher » outside of it.

Isaak Israels married Bertha Weinberg and had four children with her. After Bertha died 
in childbirth in 1849, Isaak married her sister Helene and the couple had nine more 
children, of whom Mary was the third youngest. We know nothing about Mary's 
childhood and youth in Weener. Nor when and where she met the 7 years older merchant 
Alexander Trapowski from Czerwinsk (Poland), whom she presumably married in 1883. 
Alexander Trapowski was co-owner of the silk goods shop Weinberg, Trapowski & Co in 
Krefeld. Julius Weinberg was probably a relative of Mary's mother. Mary and Alexander 
initially lived in Krefeld, where their daughter Thea was born in 1885 and their son Iwan 
in 1888.

In the Berlin address book we find Alexander Trapowski for the first time in 1894 at 
Markgrafenstraße 89/90. He was still Julius Weinberg's partner, but now with a shoe 
factory, Weinberg, Trapowski & Co Schuhwarenfabrik, at Werdescher Markt 10. Julius 
Weinberg continued to live in Krefeld. It was Alexander Trapowski who in February of 
that year reported the death of Mary's brother-in-law Salomon Cahn from Eschwege, the 
husband of her sister Minna, who had died earlier. Salomon Cahn was presumably 
visiting Berlin. 

The Trapowskis moved repeatedly in Berlin, and in 1911 they lived at Jenaer Straße 8. 
That year, on July 15, Alexander Trapowski died in a private clinic at Augsburger Straße 
66. A year earlier, Ivan had died at the age of 22. After Alexanders death Mary initially 
stayed in Jenaer Straße, but later moved to Niebuhrstraße 77. From 1915, the address 
book mentions a Julius Trapowski “called Trapow”, a fruit merchant, but no reference to 
Mary can be found.  From 1927, a Margarete Trapowski is also listed in the address book. 
She is also a fruit merchant and at times has the same address as Julius; she could be his 
wife or his sister. She is not identical to Mary Traposwki, née Israels; both women are 
listed with completely different residences in the address books of 1927-33. This could be 
the reason for the confusion of names. 

After 1933, Mary Trapowski disappeared from the address books. It is possible that the 
growing discrimination against Jews by the Nazi regime led her to give up her apartment. 
Perhaps she moved in with her daughter in Hamburg. Thea had married the engineer Carl 
Walther, who worked in Buenos Aires building the subway. Their three children 



Rudolpho, Anne Marie and Herta were also born there. Towards the end of the 1920s, the 
family returned to Germany and lived in Hamburg from then on. However, Thea died of 
cancer in 1936. Mary probably went back to Berlin thereon. We find her trace again in the 
“supplementary card index” for the census of May 17, 1939, in which Jews were 
recorded separately. At the time, she was living at Giesebrechtsraße 10, apparently as a 
subtenant. She also had to move out of this apartment, as Jews were often forced to make 
living space available for non-Jews. In 1941, she lived at Droysenstraße 18, also as a 
subtenant. 

Mary Trapowski had experienced the full range of anti-Semitic measures under Hitler, 
which aimed to isolate Jews and ultimately exclude them completely from public life, 
both economically and socially. After the pogrom on November 9/10  1938, the decrees 
against Jews increased once again. They were banned from attending theaters, concerts, 
cinemas etc., at certain times they were no longer allowed on the street at all, and were 
only allowed to shop from 4 to 5 in the afternoon. They had to hand in all valuables, 
radios were confiscated, telephone lines were terminated, their accounts were declared 
“security accounts” from which they were only allowed to withdraw amounts set by 
“security order” to cover a minimum subsistence level. Everyday life became unbearable 
for Jews and in early 1941 Mary Trapowski drew her own conclusions: on January 22, 
she took her own life. She is buried in the Jewish cemetery in Weißensee. 

Mary's son-in-law Carl Walther went to the USA in 1937, where his son Rudolpho lived. 
Herta had committed suicide in London in 1935. Carl also chose suicide in 1940. Anne 
Marie survived in Hungary, where she had married Ferenc Löwenstein, who changed his 
surname to Lorant. They moved to Australia in 1950. Ferenc, later Francis, was a brother 
of the actor Peter Lorre.
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